[image: image1.png]‘The Howard Smith Wharves redevelopment, expected to start later this year, is
transforming an underutilised site to create a new Brisbane landmark. The 3.43 hectare
site will be transformed into a riverside precinct with more than 2.7 hectares of public
open space, a 164 room hotel, an exhibition centre and restaurants and cafes. The
development will connect the New Fam Riverwalk and the CBD, revitalise Petrie
Bight and respect the heritage of the site.
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It is widely anticipated that the workers from this project will be looking for rental accommodation in the inner city precinct and will push up demand for rental properties.  Even if those construction workers are not renting at Newstead Terraces, they will cause an increase in rental demand.  
ON THE GRAPEVINE

The ‘property whisper’ around Newstead is that it won’t be long before

construction starts on a new retail hub including a Bunnings Warehouse and

outdoor nursery towards the end of Breakfast Creek Road. Beneath the

warehouse will be six mixed tenancies with the entire site spread over three

stories. For more info, visit www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/newsteadnorth.

Also in the planning stages, but not due to start construction until 2018, is an

AVEO Retirement Community. Nineteen stories high, it will be built over the Woolworths building in Gasworks and offer independent living, serviced apartments and nursing care.

Property sales in the Newstead area have slowed down. Some of this is attributable to seasonal fluctuations in the sales process, some to the increased stock levels on the market.  It will be a while before we see a more even supply and demand pattern in the Newstead, Teneriffe, Newfarm area.  As always well maintained, presented and advertised properties continue to attract attention.
Noise and Community Living

Perhaps it is the increased noise from next door that is making us all a little less tolerant of our neighbours, but the number of noise complaints received by onsite management has escalated in recent weeks, prompting the committee to re-release the Noise complaint policy.
Noise Compliant Policy
Steps to take when noise from your neighbours gets beyond your tolerance levels.

1.  First try and be considerate.  A gathering of friends in your home is a perfectly normal and reasonable activity and a right of occupancy.  If the gathering is between the hours of 8am and 10pm on weekday (Sunday to Thursday ) and 8 am and midnight on a weekend (Friday and Saturday) nights, the noise would have to be excessive to be considered a nuisance, and in that case you would call the police directly. Let you neighbours know in advance if you are planning a party.  This allows them time to make alternative arrangements for the evening if they wish.  A note in the letterbox with your contact number should the party get too loud is a nice approach.
2. Other noise, not worthy of a police visit, should be gently and kindly bought to the attention of the noise maker.  Please remember that your neighbours may be completely unaware of the disturbance and more than willing to modify their behaviour.  Go speak with your neighbour and if you can, find a way to resolve it in a polite and neighbourly way.  Under no circumstances should you harass, berate, or make unreasonable requests of your neighbours.

3. If you have no luck talking to the neighbour, you can write a letter to the committee. Please be careful to document times, dates, and actions taken.

4. On receipt of a letter of complaint, the committee will write to the noise maker reminding them of the body corporate by laws and asking for their co-operation.  This is called a Breach notice, but is unenforceable by the committee. 
The committee like you rely on the good will and co-operation of the community for the building to function smoothly and harmoniously.

5. If you are still dissatisfied with the noise level, then the committee recommends you commence legal action at your own cost.

The committee asks that in all correspondence and contact with other members of the community you be aware of your body language and phrases you use.  Perhaps wait until you are calm and not sleep deprived before approaching your neighbour to ensure the best outcome.  Conciliation and co-operation are the important concepts here.  Peaceful enjoyment, not harassment.  Remember we are all going to be living together for a long time.  Tolerance of your neighbours and their rights will go a long way in promoting a friendly and harmonious living environment.

The Western Front  August Update

Pile driving has commenced. 412 cement pillars are being rammed into the earth by the yellow machine seen in the left hand side of the image.  The pounding commences at 7.00am on the dot 6 days a week, but is usually finished by 3.30pm. It is predicted by Watpac to take 40 days to complete piling.  On the upside, the vibrations we were experiencing in previous weeks seem to have settled down and the dust has reduced.  

The Evelyn Street side of the site has been excavated to what Watpac refer to as Basement level 2.  Watpac are now excavating the Austin Street side of the site.  I expect we will have more vibrations as they get closer to the bottom of the B2 level on Austin Street.

Residents will recall that an extensive photographic and extensive dilapidation report was compiled before work commenced on the site.  Should you notice any new cracks or evidence of building movement in your apartment, please take a photo and send it to me. I will be keeping a log.  Watpac will make good any damage attributable to the building works next door at the end of construction.  We will be getting a wash of our building paid for by Watpac. Unfortunately dust and dirt do not qualify for the log.
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