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Water dripping from above, and its not Rain

Thanks everyone for being so aware of water dripping to apartments below.  Jane in U41 has found this solution to work for her, however I am still getting a lot of grumbles from those below about unwanted water from above….

If people are still struggling with how best to plug the weep-holes, a great idea is to roll a tea-towel to just the right size to fit in a glad bag, then sealing and rolling the bag into the perfect barrel for wedging into each weep-hole. Works a treat, no more moulding fabric wedges.

For those of us that have wooden components to our outside area, it is a little more difficult to move that dust.  The dust hoses of the tiles so easily but sticks to the wood.  I know, I have water blasted the common area deck, no good, I have hosed with a broom brushing the deck at the same time, still no good!  The good news is that I have found old fashioned mopping works.  Granted I have to go over the same area four times, twice with just water and two more times with vinegar in the water, but look at this picture and you will see the difference, mopped and un-mopped areas of the deck.
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Air conditioning units annual Servicing

It’s time to have our air conditioning units serviced again. Regular servicing helps maintain the life expectancy of the units and reduce the bacteria build up in the filtration system.  Environ air conditioning have quoted Villa’s $220, Ducted $99 per unit, and Wall split systems $150 includes a chemical clean per unit.  Owner Occupiers – if you would like your unit done, please contact onsite management by email. Work starts week commencing 6th June.
Market updates and rental activities

I recently attended an ARAMA (Australian Resident Accommodation Managers Association) function and met with people from my industry from all around Brisbane and found that our rental returns were in line with the rest of Brisbane.  We were perhaps experiencing the softening of the market a little earlier than some of the outlying suburbs, but REA, REIQ and ARAMA figures all support a 20% reduction in rental figures.  

The bright news is that it will not last forever, so hang in there investors, we will turn the corner as demand catches up to supply.  Everything in life is cyclical and we are the bottom of the cycle at the moment.

What we need to do as a complex and as investors is ensure that our property is well maintained and continues to represent great value to those in the market that are looking to buy or rent.  Just because our income is significantly reduced doesn’t mean that we stop caring for the property. When the tide turns it is important that we are still bright, shiny, new, attractive, and relevant.
And turn it will.  Peter Switzer (leading economist) recently addressed a REIQ seminar and had the following statistics to support his claims that Queensland is well placed to leap forward in the very near future.

• The NAB’s business confidence rose from 3.4 points to 6.1 points March to 5 in April. 

• The average credit card balance rose by $52.30 (1.7%) to $3,166.60 in February, which is a big jump and says something positive about consumer’s willingness to spend. 

• Tourists from mainland China and Hong Kong rose to a record 1,326,076 over the past year (up 23.5% over the year) and just shy of tourists from New Zealand (1,326,851 visitors over the past year). So be nice to the Chinese you see in the street.
• Total new loans rose by 3.5% in February, after a 3% fall in January. Lending was just 5.5% shy of the 7½-year high recorded in September. Total lending is only down 0.7% on a year ago. 

• The AIG’s Australian Performance of Manufacturing Index increased by 4.6 points to 58.1 in March of 2016 from 53.5 in the previous month, taking it to its highest level since April of 2004. 

www.switzer.com.au | info@switzer.com.au
Peter also pointed out that, yes there is a huge glut of apartments coming onto the market in Brisbane, but there is also a lot of new buyers coming in.  Who is going to live in these apartments?  Young couples with no kids.  They don’t want a big house in the suburbs yet, they are happy to stay in town until there is more than one baby in the household.  If you look at our own demographics at Newstead Terraces, evidence supports this. He believes that the prices will have a slight adjustment and then continue to grow steadily.  Add to that the falling dollar and its impact on our exports. Queensland has a lot to export and gain from this growth.
Residents of Newstead Terraces are often interested to know what is the percentage of owner-occupiers is in the complex. It currently sits at 64%.

Our Own Facebook page
Join our community on line and have a say, “I love Newstead Terraces” on facebook.  Please like and post to make our page a source of local information.
An update from the developers next door
An aerial shot supplied by the developer.  
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To all Tenants in the building, just a reminder
Under the terms of your lease, it is not permissible to sublet, or rent out your apartment to others without prior application and permission from the onsite management.  Talk to me first and we can work out if your ideas can be implemented. 

10 Autumn Cleaning Cheats

The autumn spruce-up is the lesser-known cousin of spring-cleaning. The experts advise giving your house a serious scrubbing twice (TWICE!) a year. As it gets colder and we’re shutting up our homes, a lack of ventilation can lead to some unhealthy germinations.

Green clean your grout

Mix one part vinegar with one part water in a spray bottle. Spray your grout. Leave 5 mins. Attack with your toothbrush. (Not the one you use – obv!) Rinse.

Create a paste with baking soda and water. Use your toothbrush to cover your grout with this. Spray it with your vinegar water solution. Watch it foam. Work away at it with your toothbrush if the stains are tough. See you later, soap scum.

Success not forth-coming? Resort to hydrogen peroxide. Spray. Let it sit 3 minutes. Scrub. Repeat. Still no love? Mix baking soda with hydrogen peroxide. Sorted.

Courtesy of apartmenttherapy.com.

Revive scratched timber furniture
Combine ¼ cup vinegar and ¾ cup olive oil and give it a mix up. Dip in your sponge and set to work on your scratched up dining, coffee and side tables. Scratches be gone! Simple yet effective.
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Image and tip courtesy of domesticblisssquared.com.

Feed your carpet soda
Sprinkle some baking soda over your carpets… Leave it for 10 minutes. Return with your vacuum and hoover any nasty odours to high heaven!
Sort out your silverware with vinegar
Polishing your silverware with vinegar is the ultimate shortcut. Leave them to soak and then wipe clean. P’raps this is not news to you. Did you know that it works equally well on your glassware? Soak your tea towel in white vinegar and polish your glassware fit for a glossy magazine dinner party shoot.

Courtesy of thriftyandchic.com.
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Images sourced: homemakinghacks.com.
Filthy fridge be gone
Glad wrap it! Okay – with this one you do need to put in a bit of elbow grease first. You’ll need to give the fridge a good clean then carefully cover each shelf with glad wrap. Peel it off when it looks less than fresh! And repeat. Quick and painless.

Courtesy of homemakinghacks.com.

.
See clearly! Sparkling windows!
Pick a time of day when the sun’s not shining directly on your window (this dries out your cleaning products + creates streaks). Place a towel at the bottom of your window to catch the drips.

Mix one part hot water with one part white vinegar in a bucket. Wet but don’t drench the window with your sponge. Wet your squeegee and move top to bottom in one smooth movement. A dry squeegee will skip and create a less effective look!

Do NOT use newspaper! Nowadays ink has a latex base that creates streaks.

Courtesy of marthastewart.com.

  
Wipe away water stains with a lemon wedge
If your kitchen and bathroom chrome fixtures are water-stained, a lemon sliced in half makes for a very effective scrubbing brush! It removes tough water stains quickly.

Courtesy of lifehacker.com.

  
Got a mould problem but not keen on Exitmould highs?
Cloves your answer. Well, clove oil is. Mix one quarter of a teaspoon of clove oil in a litre of water and spray on your trouble spots. Leave it on overnight. Then clean it away with a baking soda and white vinegar mix.

Courtesy of apartmenttherapy.com.

.
Bring back your sink’s sparkle
Clean your stainless steel with your fave anti-bacterial cleaner. Then add a few drops of essential oil to a soft cloth and buff around the sink to prevent water build-up and keep the mould at bay! Lavender, tea tree, lemongrass, eucalyptus… Mmmmm. Lovely.

Courtesy of motherearthliving.com.

Invest in some scented candles 
Add citrus or floral scents to your home with aromatic candles for fresh and natural perfume. You’re all out? Add cinnamon sticks and cloves to a saucepan of water, boil and infuse your home with sweet spices.  But don’t leave them unattended.  The call out fee from QFRS is $1080!

Courtesy of our good old common sense.



Congrats! You’re halfway there. You’re armed with the knowledge. Now comes the fun bit – the doing… 😀

 “Our focus should be on autumn cleaning, not spring cleaning,’ says Dr Lisa Ackerley, environmental health expert. “Skin flakes, dust, dirt, food crumbs and anything that has come in the house from pets and shoes gets trapped in the carpet and other soft furnishings. With that in mind, thorough vacuuming is essential to minimize health risks.”

Have Fun, Georgina

Licenced Real Estate Agent # 3428825, JP (Qual), Member REIQ, ARAMA
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